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2.2.10. Training for authorities involved in permitting and inspections (EE)   

 Member State: Estonia  

Permitting steps: All stages 

Relevant EU legal 
requirement: 

Waste Framework 
Directive 

Geographical level: National 

Implementation: Since 1992/2004 

 

Context 

Article 23(1) WFD defines that “any establishment or 

undertaking intending to carry out waste treatment” is 

subject to permit obligations; waste treatment being 

defined in Article 3(14) WFD as “recovery or disposal 

operations, including preparation prior to recovery or 

disposal”. Member States may exempt waste recovery 

establishments or undertakings and waste disposal 

establishments or undertakings in case of own non-

hazardous waste at the place of production (Article 24), 

in that case, general rules have to be laid down by that 

Member State (Article 25(1) and (2) WFD).  

The cooperation of authorities involved in the 

permitting and inspection procedures and the provision 

of guidance material and training seminars for the 

involved permitting and inspection staff are crucial for 

permitting under waste legislation. 

Objective 

As waste management operations include a wide variety 

of organisational structures and technical equipment, 

permitting and inspection authorities need expertise 

knowledge, qualification and regular training to 

thoroughly realising smooth permitting procedures and 

inspection. The main objective of the provided training 

seminars for permitting and inspection staff in Estonia is 

to harmonize the quality of the permits and to improve 

the efficiency of inspections.  

Description  

Regular trainings on permitting and inspection issues are 

organised and realised by the involved authorities. A 

variety of information is available for realising the 

trainings (e.g. manuals, presentations). 

 

 

Permitting trainings 

Training seminars for authorities and staff involved in 

permitting are usually organised by the Estonian 

Environmental Board. If necessary, however, other 

institutions, like the Ministry of Environment, the 

Environmental Inspectorate, the Environmental 

Information Centre, etc. are involved in the 

preparation and realisation of the trainings; and if 

needed these institutions also participate in trainings 

organised by other authorities.  

Trainings for staff involved in permitting under waste 

legislation in Estonia are organised as often as 

necessary, but usually at least 1-2 times a year. The 

main topics discussed during such trainings are 

exemplary listed in Table 5-6. 

 

Main topics covered Example 

How to interpret 
legislation  

e.g. definition of “waste”; 
what is “dangerous waste”, 
focus on national 
particularities 

How to solve 
problems in practice  

e.g. how to implement 
waste hierarchy 

Discussions on 
different topics 

related to issuing 
permits  

e.g. what kind of 
requirements apply to 
certain types of waste and 
to certain handling 
operations in certain places 

Site visits 
Visiting certain waste 
facilities, e.g. lead battery 
recyclers 

Presentation of new 
technologies 

e.g. presentation of post 
shredder technologies 

Table 6:  Issues covered in trainings for the staff 

involved in waste permitting 

 

 

 

 

1. Application 

2. Assessment  

3. Issue a Permit 

4. Follow up 
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Inspection trainings 

Training courses for inspectors of waste management 

operations in Estonia are organised annually by the 

Environmental Inspectorate. 

The provided training courses can be divided as 

indicated in Table 5-7.  

Training 
courses 

provided 
Exemplary Content 

Trainings for 
new inspectors 

(tutoring)  

- A new inspector and inspector with 
experiences working together for 3 
months (buddy system) 

- Training takes place during regular  
work 

Trainings for 
tutors 

-  Train the trainers,  communication 

Training for 
regional 

inspectors in 
each region 

- Head office goes to the region, they 
do an example control of one 
company in the region and give 
advice how to improve the 
supervision 

Training 
courses 

provided 
Exemplary Content 

Training 
seminars for all 

inspectors in 
Estonia 

- Presentation of new legislation, 
requirements 

- Information exchange in relation to  
practices, BAT, cases  

Training 
seminars in 
cooperation 
with other 

authorities (e.g. 
Ministry of 

Environment 
Board) 

General questions are posed and 
answered in a discussion, covering 
issues such as: 

- New directives and requirements; 
how to implement them 

- Cooperation and discussion between 
the Env. Board and the Inspectorate 

- Case studies   

Trainings 
organised by 

the IMPEL 
network 

- Joint inspections and enforcement 
actions (IMPEL Enforcement Action 
project) 

-  Learning from experience in other 
countries  

Table 7:  Exemplarily content of training seminars for 

staff involved in inspections of waste 

management operations 

 
  

Further information: 
The Environmental Inspectorate: http://www.kki.ee/est/ (Training Specialist, Triin Sikkal, triin.sikkal@kki.ee ) 
Environmental Board: http://www.keskkonnaamet.ee/ 
Various training documents (presentations) can be accessed via the Environmental Inspectorate’s Intranet 
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